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“PartnerShip” with Job Corps: Helping Birds Return Home 
Over the past 19 years, we’ve been releasing our pelagic seabirds (those spending their lives at sea 
except to nest) as best we knew how– from land, but as close to their open-ocean home as possible.  
These release events were mostly successful, but occasionally turned tragic with bald eagles and other 
predators waiting on the periphery to snatch an easy, unsuspecting meal.  Without a boat of our own to 

take birds into open water, we felt that releasing from land was our only option.  After a few “releases gone wrong” during the Fall 
of 2016, our frustrated and aching hearts knew we needed a better option… a way to release these birds back into the ocean (or as 
close to it as possible) and far enough out into the water where predators weren’t watching… we needed a boat.  

Enter the Tongue Point Job Corps Seamanship Program– they had helped a few years back to rescue an eagle out in the Columbia 
River, so we thought maybe they’d be interested to help us get birds returned to the wild as well.  The Seamanship program, under 
the direction of Captain Len Tumbarello (retired USCG-28 years served), trains young men and women from all over the country for 
proficiency in a variety of skills necessary to enter the maritime workforce.  This is an incredible group, both staff and students– 
eager to share in their knowledge and experiences, as well as the program itself.  We’ve ventured out onto the river aboard their 
180-foot vessel, the Ironwood, for 3 successful releases of 15 Northern Fulmars thus far. 

When asked why our new founded partnership is important to him, Capt. Tumbarello said, “The 
mission of our Seamanship program is to produce proficient, professional & passionate credentialed 
Merchant Mariners with the priorities of keeping all navigable waterways safe/secure, environmentally 
pristine and able to support the flow of commerce.  Our partnership with the Wildlife Center of the 
North Coast allows our students, many from big cities, the up close and personal opportunity to see 
awesome stewardship of marine wildlife in action.  These bird releases stress to each student the 
importance of operating vessels safely so that the environment and its occupants are not 
disturbed.  Having our students actually conduct the releases is a big deal to them and helps drive 
home this learning experience.  We here at Seamanship look forward to a long and prosperous 
relationship with Wildlife Center of the North Coast.”  

Besides the primary goal of getting these pelagic birds back to the ocean where they belong, the 
satisfaction of forging a mutually beneficial partnership with community members has been very 
rewarding for all involved.  Seamanship student, Christian Fonseca (Oahu, Hawaii), shared with us, 
“It made me feel good about being able to give back to the environment and it reminded me of 
how important it is to keep our world clean for our inhabitants.  As mariners, we have the 
responsibility to help others when in need and when I assisted my Northern Fulmar back to the 
ocean, I felt I did just that.” 



We update this list as items are in short supply. 
 

Costco, Home Depot, Staples, or Petco Gift Cards 
Donations to our House Accounts at Brim’s Farm & Garden 
or Bayshore Animal Hospital 
 

Food Supplies: 
-None at this time- 
 

Office Supplies: 
Stamps 
Post-it Pads 
 

Rehab/Medical Supplies: 
Costco Brand Nitrile Exam Gloves (mediums are our favorite size) 

Vet Wrap 
Travel-size Hair Dryers 
 

Cleaning Supplies: 
Clorox Bleach and Disinfecting Wipes 
Simple Green Concentrate 
High-efficiency Laundry Detergent 
Heavy Duty Scrubbing Sponges + Scouring Pads 
 

Facilities Supplies: 
Assorted Hand Tools 
Heavy Duty Chipper 
 

*We currently do not need any towels or sheets for bedding, 
or paper towels 

Wish list items 

News from the nest WITH executive director, Josh Saranpaa 

Wildlife rehabilitation is a profession filled with challenges.  Here at WCNC, we see a wide 
variety of different bird and mammal species.  Every species of animal requires different 
caging, food, treatments, handling gear, etc.  When admitting a Cooper’s hawk, for instance, 
we have to make a special “sheath” to protect its long, fragile tail from being damaged in its 
enclosure (too many broken tail feathers will cause the hawk to fly improperly).  If we get in a 
single duckling, we have to place a mirror and a feather duster in its enclosure to create the 
illusion that there are more ducklings to help keep the little one from becoming too stressed.   

Seabirds are a whole different “beast”.  When working in seabird rehabilitation, factors we 
have to consider include whether the bird is fully-aquatic (never coming to land), whether the 
bird is physically capable of walking (some species, like loons and grebes, are not capable of 
walking on land because their legs are set too far back on their bodies—better for paddling!), 
and whether the bird is naturally solitary, or if it is more colonial (lives in a colony with others 
of its species).  Because we specialize in seabirds, we have gathered a wide variety of tools 
and skills that allow us to provide the best possible care for each specialized need. 

At our facility, we have a variety of filtered conditioning pools and swim tanks, which all of 
our aquatic patients require for daily swim time.  We also have haul outs (or little bird 
hammocks) to help maintain waterproofing.  Currently, we’re undergoing an enclosure 
remodel to improve captive habitat and overall health for sea- and shorebirds alike. 

In our next issue, we’ll talk more about the importance of “pool time” and 
share an update on our new and improved enclosures! 

Until next time! 

This severely handsome male is a rare sighting along our coast...  
Say ‘Hello’ to the Black Scoter! 
 

Habitat: Breeds near lakes in sub-Arctic US and Canada, winters 
in Pacific + Atlantic Oceans 
 

Size: 17-20 inches long with a wingspan of nearly 3 feet! 
 

Food: Aquatic invertebrates, like insects and mollusks 
 

Black Scoters are diving ducks, and dive down to the ocean or 
lake bottom for food.  Female lays 5-10 eggs per nest each 
season, and ducklings are precocial (or up and ready to feed 
themselves shortly after hatching). We received our first black 
scoter (pictured) in 2016! 

Feathered or furry? 

Fun facts about our wildlife patients 



Karen Beck started volunteering with WCNC in 2003 after seeing a photo in the 
Daily A of Sharnelle and volunteers working with a group of Common Murres.  She 
knew upon seeing the photo that working with wildlife was something she wanted 
to try- and try she did! 

Karen is our longest serving volunteer, and we cannot express how thankful we are 
to have her on our team.  She has played a pivotal role in the development and 
continued success of our organization. Over the past 13 years, Karen has dedicated 
her time and energy in a variety of ways: working two shifts per week at the 
Center, serving on our Board of Directors- even for a time as President, helping out 
on our fundraising team and at community events, and more.  And her willingness 
to take new volunteers under her wing as a team leader and show them the ropes 
has been a huge help.  Karen’s enthusiasm for the work we do and other charitable 
work she does in our community is an inspiration.   

Her favorite part about volunteering?  “The Release!” 

Volunteer spotlight      Karen Beck 

Would you like to volunteer?   WCNC has many opportunities to help, including 
on-site patient care, facilities maintenance, community outreach, education, and 
patient transport network up and down the coast.  

FEBRUARY 
17-20th: 20th Annual Great Backyard Bird Count 
The Great Backyard Bird Count (GBBC) is a free, fun, and easy event that engages 
bird watchers of all ages in counting birds to create a real-time snapshot of bird 
populations.  Visit Audubon.org for more information on how to participate! 
 

19th: In Their Footsteps: WCNC at Fort Clatsop, Sunday at 1 pm 
Netul River Room of Fort Clatsop’s Visitor Center  
Come see Josh and a group of our education birds!  Free of charge 
 

MARCH 
3rd: World Wildlife Day 
 

15th: Listening to the Land Series,  Wednesday from 6-8pm 
Tracking the Brown Pelican with Deborah Jaques at Seaside Public Library 
 

APRIL 
1st: Necanicum Bird Discovery Day, Saturday from 8 am - 2 pm 
Bob Chisolm Community Center - Seaside, OR 
Necanicum Bird Discovery Day is an annual event, primarily focused on youth and 
celebrating the birds of our community. “Bird Day” offers many activities for kids 
of all ages.  
 

8-9th: Bird-a-thon 2017 - Saturday-Sunday from Noon to Noon 
See back page for more information!  
 

19th: Listening to the Land Series,  Wednesday from 6-8pm 
Dam, Beaver! Dam! with Kate Holleran at Seaside Public Library 
 

22nd: Earth Day 
 

26th:  National Audubon Day 

Events calendar 

Wildlife Center Staff  
 

Joshua Saranpaa 
Executive Director 

 

Lindsey Nicolas 
Development + Communications 

 

Christina Vitazko-Merten 
Wildlife Rehab Technician 

 

Roger Sansom 
Facilities Caretaker 

 

Board of Directors 
 

Lisa Lewis, DVM 
President 

 

Melyssa Graeper 
Secretary 

 

Curtiss Clumpner 
Melisa Colvin 

Melissa Keyser 
Agnes Waliser 

Jen Zamon 

Anyone interested in lending a helping hand 
can email volunteer@coastwildlife.org for 
more information.   

mailto:volunteer@coastwildlife.org


 

Wildlife center’s  

snapshot of 2016 

Patients Received by Taxonomic Class  

96% Birds, 3% Mammals, 1% Reptiles 

Total Species:  85   

 75 species of birds, 9 mammals, 1 reptile 
 

Of the birds we cared for: 

Top 10 Species Rescued 

    1—Common Murre *27.9% 

    2—Western Gull 

    3—Western Grebe 

    4—Northern Fulmar 

    5—White-winged Scoter 

    6—Surf Scoter 

    7—Barred Owl 

    8—Red-tailed Hawk 

    9—Mallard (ducklings!) 

  10—Red-necked Phalarope 

Where Did They Come From?   

Top 10 Coastal Towns for Rescues 

Other Interesting Tidbits 

Pounds of Fish Consumed:  9,762.5 

# of Insects Fed: 55,050 
 

# of WCNC volunteers working on-site:  54 

Total Volunteer Hours in 2016:  5,475 
 

Top 3 Reasons for Patient Admission 

1) Storm-tossed/Beached 

2) Starving 

3) Hit by Automobile 

Bird-a-thon, an annual fundraiser for WCNC, was started by Susan 

Peterson back in 2012 as a fun way to get outside and enjoy the 

beautiful birds around us, while raising critical funds for the Wildlife 

Center.  Now in its 5th year, we want to make it the best yet! 

This is an all-ages, family-friendly event and a great way to start 

birding.  Build a team or compete on your own, collect pledges or 

straight donations, and then keep track of the species you see—it’s 

easy-peasy! 

For more information on how to participate, general rules + tips, 

and pledge forms, visit our website: CoastWildlife.org 

It’s the 5th Annual Bird-a-thon! 

Saturday, April 8th 

to 

Sunday, April 9th 

24 hours, Anywhere in the World 

from 12noon to 12noon 


